In our country, corneal soars and opacities are common. This is especially so in the crowded streets of big cities. The large majority of the partially blinded and a considerable proportion of the totally blinded are suffering from this ocular affection. The important causes of this group of ocular affections in our country are ophthalmia-neonatorum, neglected conjunctivitis and corneal ulcers, smallpox, irritant drugs, trachoma, and keratomalacia.
These scars and opacities may be due either to the primary affection of the cornea itself {e.g., primary ulcer of the cornea, perforating or penetrating injury, or injury to the cornea by a foreign body or irritant drugs) or to its secondary affection from the spread of an infective or inflammatory process {e.g., neglected acute or chronic conjunctivitis, trachoma, glaucoma, scleritis, episcleritis, cyclitis, and iridocyclitis), a growth from the other parts of the eye {e.g., pterygium), or the result of a specific infective process of the system {e.g., syphilis, tuberculosis, leprosy, smallpox, chicken pox, cholera, and rarely influenza, cerebrospinal meningitis, malaria, and kala-azar), deficiency diseases {e.g., keratomalacia), senile 
